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GRANDPARENTS  
Nancy Pritts Merill (Student) 

brag to their friends about the 
accomplishments of this child that child, and 
show countless pictures of new babies. 
Grandparents can fix anything, and 

grandmothers always have homemade cookies around. When 
you are small, in's fun to stay with your grandparents decause 
they always let yon do things you can't do at home, and of 
course they buy you things. They are always available to 
babysit because they don't go out much and actually prefer to 
see their grandchildren. They are usually good for a small loan 
now and then that doesn't need to be paid back because they 
turn it into a gift. You respectively listen to their advice but 
don't follow it because they are old and don’t understand how 
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things are in this day and age. You thank them politely for what they do for you, 
and then don't call or visit them until you need something else. And of course you 
never tell them how dear they are to you because they know how you feel about 
them anyway Then all of a sudden, they are no longer there to do the thinfs that 
only grandparents do, and you find yourself wishing that you had told them what 
they meant to you as people and not just as grandparents. 

 
• accomplishment - виконання, досягнення 
• appreciated - помітний; значний, цінний 
• fuss - метушня, метушитися, хвилюватися через дрібниці 
• fix - лагодити, ремонтувати; призначати (ціну) 
• gift - дар, подарунок, талант, хист 

 
Questions about the reading 

• Do children understand that grandparents will not be there? Why? 
 

Writing Assignments 
• Write a paragraph defining what it means to be happy or sad, angry, 

tired or bored. 
• Write a paragraph in which you define what the word parent means 

to you. 
his grandmother died, Ivan Doig set out to trace the events of her last day. He 
found that her day had been filled with activity, work, and- most of all - life. 

 
Wonder built in me as I traced out her last day. The morning, Grandma had spent 

working on a quilt, another of her rainbow - paneled splendors, for a helpful 
neighbor who looked in o her often. Sometimes she had telephoned a friend at a 
ranch out of Ringing, asking to be drought a fresh supply eggs when the woman 
came to town. At noon she was phoned by her son, and usual in those checking 
calls, they talked for several minutes. In the afternoon a funeral was held for a 
member of one of the last families of Sixteen Country. Grandma did not go to the 
rites, but at the coffee hour held afterward at the Senior Citizens Club she helped 


