Law Topic 1: Law and Society.
Read the text. (Прочитайте текст).
Mr. Jones, having murdered his wife, was burying her in the garden
one night, when his neighbour, hearing the noise, asked him what he was
doing.
“Just burying the cat”, said Mr. Jones.
“Funny sort of time to bury a cat”, said the neighbour.
“Funny sort of cat”, said Mr. Jones.
Now it is obvious to everyone that, in a community such as the one in
which we live, some kind of law is necessary to try to prevent people like
Mr. Jones from killing their wives. When the world was at a very primitive
stage, there was no such law, and, if a man chose to kill his wife or if a
woman succeeded in killing her husband, that was their own business and
no one interfered officially.
But, for a very long time now, members of every community have made
laws for themselves in self-protection. Otherwise it would have meant that the
stronger man could have done what he liked with the weaker, and bad men
could have joined together and terrorized the whole neighbourhood.
If it were not for the law, you could not go out in broad daylight
without the fear of being kidnapped, robbed or murdered. There are far, far
more good people in the; world than bad, but there are enough of the bad to
make law necessary in the interests of everyone.
There is no difficulty in understanding this but it is just as important
to understand that law is not necessary just because there are bad people in
the world. If we were all as good as we ought to be, laws would still be
necessary. If we never told lies, never took anything that didn’t belong to
us, never omitted to do anything that we ought to do and never did anything
that we ought not to do, we should still require a set of rules of behavior, in
other words laws, to enable us to live in any kind of satisfactory state.
How is one good man in a motor-car to pass another good man also in a
motor-car coming in the opposite direction, unless there is some rule of the
road? People sometimes hover in front of one another when they are walking on
the pavement before they can pass, and they may even collide. Not much harm
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is done then, but, if two good men in motor-cars going in the opposite directions
hover in front of one another, not knowing which side to pass, the result will
probably be that there will be two good men less in the world.
So you can see that there must be laws, however good we may be.
Unfortunately, however, we are none of us always good and some of us are
bad, or at any rate have our bad moments, and so the law has to provide for
all kinds of possibilities. Suppose you went to a greengrocer and bought
some potatoes and found on your return home that they were mouldy or
even that some of them were stones. What could you do if there were no
laws on the subject? In the absence of law you could only rely upon the law
of the jungle. You could go back to the shop, demand proper potatoes and
hit the shopkeeper on the nose if he refused to give them to you. You might
then look round the shop to try to find some decent potatoes. While you
were doing this, the shopkeeper might hit you on the back of the neck with
a pound weight. Altogether not a very satisfactory morning shopping.
Or you might pay your money to go to see a film at a cinema. You
might go inside, sit down and wait. When the cinema was full there might
be flashed on the screen: “You’ve had it, Chums”. And that might be the
whole of the entertainment. If there were no law, the manager could safely
remain on the premises and, as you went out, smile at you and say: “Hope
you’ve enjoyed the show, sir”. That is to say, he could do this safely if he
were bigger than you or had a well-armed bodyguard.
Every country tries, therefore, to provide laws which will help its
people to live safely and as comfortably as possible. This is not at all an
easy thing to do, and no country has been successful in producing laws
which are entirely satisfactory. But we are far better off with the imperfect
laws which we have, than if we had none at all.
Exercise 1.1. Translate the text paying attention to the law – related
words. (Перекладіть текст, звертаючи увагу на слова, що
стосуються права).
Exercise 1.2. Find in the text the equivalents for the following
expressions. (Знайдіть у тексті такі вирази):
1. Самозахист.
2. Охоронець.
3. Суспільство.
23

4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Правила поведінки.
Закон джунглів.
Недосконалі закони.
Заподіяти шкоду.
Передбачати усі можливості.
Розраховувати на когось.
Вимагати.

Exercise 1.3. Translate sentences into English. (Перекладіть речення
англійською мовою).
1. Очевидно, закон необхідний в інтересах суспільства.
2. Інакше люди живуть за законами джунглів.
3. На жаль, створити досконалі закони не просто.
4. Отже, кожне суспільство намагається встановити свої
правила поведінки.
5. Однак це не задовольняє всіх.
6. У будь-якому випадку недосконалі закони краще, ніж беззаконня.
Exercise 1.4. Divide the text into the following parts. (Розподіліть
текст на такі частини):
a) possibilities; b) historical background; c) conclusion; d) examples;
e) joke.
Exercise 1.5. Find 2 sentences in the text in Present Simple and Present
Continuous tenses and ask all types of questions to each of them.
(Знайдіть у тексті по 2 речення у теперішньому тривалому та
простому часі і поставте всі види запитань до них).
Exercise 1.6. Answer the questions. (Дайте відповідь на запитання
по тексту).
1. Why do we need laws?
2. What is the main principle of laws in primitive societies?
3. What fear was there long time ago?
4. If everybody is good and kind and never does anything wrong,
we still need a set of rules. Why? Give examples.
5. What kinds of laws do every society try to provide now?
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Exercise 1.7. Give your arguments to the following topics. (Висловіть
думку щодо наступних тем).
1. The main principles of law are the same in the modern and
primitive societies.
2. Laws are used not for protecting people but for earning money.
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