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THE THREE NEW YORKS 
E.B.White 

its turbulence as natural and inevitable. 
Second, there is the New York of the 
commuter - the city that is devoured by 
locusts each day and spat out each night. 

Third, there is the New York of the person who was born 
somewhere else and came to New York in quest of something. 
Of course three trembling cities the greatest. is the last - the city 
of final destination the city that is a goal. It is this third city that 
accounts for New York high -strung disposition, its poetical 
deportment, its dedication to the arts and its incomparable 
achievements. Commuters give the city its tidal restlessness, 
natives give it solidarity and continuity, but the settlers give it 
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passion. And whether it is a farmer arriving from Italy to set up a small grocery 
store in a slum, or a young girl arriving from a small town in Mississippi to escape 
the indignity of being observed by her neighbors or boy arriving from the Corn Belt 
with a manuscript in his suitecase and a pain in his heart, it makes no difference; 
each embraces New York with the intense excitement of first love, each absorbs 
New York with fresh eyes of an adventurer, each generates heat and light to dwarf 
the Consolidated Edison Company. 

 
• continuity - існування понад роки 
• deportment - поведінка, манери 
• solidarity - солідарність 
• turbulence - бурхливість, неспокій 
• tidal - що пливе за течією 
• destination - місце призначення, доля 
• dedication - присвячування 
• absorb - поглинати; захоплювати, вбирати 

 
Questions about the reading 

• Which of the New Yorks does White think is the greatest? Why? 
Support your answer from the text. 

 
Writing Assignments 

• Write a story in which you classify the different groups in the town 
where you grew up. 

• Write a paragraph in which you identify and classify at least three 
groups of people in your school or place of work. 

the paragraph that follows, the writer provides us with an extended definition 
of the word grandparents by telling us what they do and how we f about them 
at different times in our lives and theirs. The writer, a recent college graduate, 
makes us understand her feeling about grandparents, a because her feelings 
are so human and typical. She makes us aware of our own attitudes toward 
and feelings about grandparents. 
 

Of all family members, grandparents are probably the least appreciated. They are 
just people who are always around. They make afuss over the children the family, 


