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4.4. ASSIMILATION 

Assimilation is a phonetic process by which one sound under the influence of 

a sound near it acquires some articulation and acoustic likeness to that other sound. 

Assimilation is connected with the development of the phonetical structure of 

the language, its grammatical system and vocabulary. 

Some foreign linguists treat assimilation as a pure phonetical process without 

any connection with the grammatical system of the language. 

H. Sweet treats assimilation (he uses the term “sound-junction”) as a 

physiological phenomenon, as a spontaneous phonetic process which is explained by 

the great rapidity with which sounds follow each other in speech (Sweet H. The 

Sounds of English, 2nd ed.). 

D. Jones in his “Outline of English Phonetics” (7th ed.) gives a detailed 

description of different cases of assimilation in English. Keen observation of the 

phonetic phenomena of the language makes the description of great value for us. 

In treating assimilation, D. Jones does not underline its connection with the 

grammatical structure of the language. He regards assimilation as “the process of 

replacing a sound by another sound under the influence of a sound which is near to it 

in the word or sentence”. 

D. Jones’ division of assimilation into assimilation proper and similitude is of 

definite interest, but it is hardly necessary to distinguish two types of changes, as 

similitude may be considered as a particular case of assimilation. 

By similitude D. Jones means a process that involves the use of a certain 

subsidiary member of one of the phonemes which has a greater resemblance to the 

neighbouring sound than the principal member has. For example: dental [n] in the 

word ninth [naInT], a partially breathed [l] in the words please [pli:z], play [pleI]. 

Assimilation may be treated from different points of view: its direction, degree, 

stability, the distance between the assimilating and assimilated sounds, etc. 
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