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The English Diphthongs [eI], [aI], [OI] 

The English diphthongs [eI], [aI], [OI] begin as the sounds [e], [a], [O] 

respectively and immediately proceed in the direction of the English [I]. 

While pronouncing the glide of all these diphthongs special care should be 

taken to observe the correct position of the tongue. The tongue should not be raised 

too high, it must be considerably lower than for the Ukrainian [I]. 

Diphthong [eI]. The English diphthong [eI] begins as [e], a short non-

labialized front half-open vowel and immediately proceeds in the direction of the 

English [I]. 

The nucleus of the English [eI] has several variants, some of which are more 

close and some more open. It approaches the quality of the Ukrainian [E]. To 

pronounce the English [eI] correctly one should start from the Ukrainian [E], though 

care should be taken not to make the nucleus too wide. 

In pronouncing the English [eI] the lips are spread for the nucleus and move to 

a closer position during the glide. The distance between the jaws, which is rather wide 

at the beginning of the articulation, becomes narrower during the glide (fig. 2.59, 

2.60). 

                      
   Fig. 2.59.        Fig. 2.60. 

   Lip-position of English [eI]           Lip-position of English [eI] 
    (beginning)          (end) 

Many students whose native language is Ukrainian have a tendency: 

1. to make the beginning of [eI] too wide and to avoid this mistake one should 

raise the tongue somewhat higher and diminish the distance between the jaws; 

2. to replace the glide by the sonant [j]. 

Sometimes students pronounce the glide as [j], making it too distinct and 

consonantal. 

To avoid these mistakes the tongue should not be raised too high, the glide 

must be very short and less tense than the nucleus. 

PDF created with pdfFactory Pro trial version www.pdffactory.com

http://www.pdffactory.com


 105 

Diphthong [aI]. The English diphthong [aI] begins as [a], a short lax non-

labialized front retracted open vowel [a] and immediately proceeds in the direction of 

the English [I]. 

The nucleus of [aI] resembles the Ukrainian [A] between palatalized 

consonants but is more advanced and less open. The lips are neutral. The distance 

between the jaws is wider at the beginning of the articulation and rather narrow at the 

end (fig. 2.61, 2.62). 

            

        Fig. 2.61.       Fig. 2.62. 
   Lip-position of English [aI]        Lip-position of English [aI] 

         (beginning)       (end) 

Some students whose native language is Ukrainian have a tendency: 

1. to replace the nucleus [a] by a back vowel [A], but such a mistake can be 

corrected by starting from the Ukrainian [A] between palatalized consonants; 

2. to replace the glide by the sound [j]. 

Diphthong [OI]. The English diphthong [OI] begins as a short lax labialized 

back open vowel, resembling the English [P], but more advanced and close, and 

immediately proceeds in the direction of [I] (fig. 2.63, 2.64). 

                 

      Fig. 2.63.    Fig. 2.64. 
   Lip-position of English [OI]    Lip-position of English [OI] 

       (beginning)    (end)
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The nucleus of the English [OI] resembles the Ukrainian [O] and to achieve the 

correct sound of the English [O] it is possible to start from the Ukrainian [O], making 

the nucleus more open and advanced and not noticeably rounding the lips. 

In pronouncing the nucleus of the English [OI] the lips are slightly rounded and 

not at all protruded, while in pronouncing the Ukrainian [O] the lips are rounded and 

protruded. 

Many students whose native language is Ukrainian have a tendency: 

1. to make the nucleus of [OI] too much like the Ukrainian [O] which can be 

corrected by lowering the tongue and making the distance between the jaws wider; 

2. to replace the glide [I] by a [j] sound which may be avoided by the same 

precautions as those for the articulation of the English diphthong [eI]. 
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